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For immediate release 
For more information, contact: 

Grace Trimble

404.463.3192

or

Kelley O’Brien

404.463.3259

Plant a Tree. Save a Stream

Members of the Clean Water Campaign are gearing up for Arbor Day. Member governments and organizations are planning a variety of tree plantings and other events to mark the occasion, which is celebrated each year on the 3rd Friday in February.  

Trees help reduce water pollution, increase property values and lower heating and cooling costs. A leafy canopy shades streams, lowering water temperatures and improving conditions for fish and other aquatic life.

The following events are scheduled throughout the metro area:

Cobb County:

· February 22, 9 a.m. 
Activity: 
Planting of 32 trees in Al Bishop Park
Location:  
1082 Al Bishop Drive, Marietta, 30008

Call 770-528-8860 for directions.
Contact: 
Keep Cobb Beautiful (KCB), Sandra Johnson, 770.528.1135
Other:

Contact KCB to volunteer

· February 26, 9 a.m.
Activity: 
Tree plantings

Location: 
Lockheed School, 1205 Merritt Rd, Marietta,770.429.3196 

Park Street School, 105 Park St., Southeast, Marietta, 770.429.3180

Dunleith School, 120 Saine Dr. SW, Marietta, 770.429.3190 

Contact: 
City of Marietta, Joan Ellars, 770.794.5606
DeKalb County

· February 21, 4 – 5 p.m.
Activities: 
Flower plantings, Project Learning Tree 

Location: 
4898 LaVista Road, Tucker

Contact: 
Keep DeKalb Beautiful, 404.371.2654.

February 22, 1 p.m. 
Activity: 
Tree planting 
Location;
Avondale Estates City Hall, 23 North Avondale Plaza (meet at Law Office)
Contact: 
City of Avondale Estates, Lyda Steadman, 404.294.5400
Fulton County

· February 17-March 10 

Activities: 
Tree plantings sponsored by the Fulton County Office of Environmental Affairs and the following partners:


· Keep South Fulton Beautiful, week of February 17 

· Keep North Fulton Beautiful, week of February 17 

· Old National Merchants Association, week of February 24 

· Fulton County General Services Grounds Division, week of March 3

Locations:
Various. Call for specific information.

Contact: 
Mary Darby, 404.730.8110 or Corlette Dennard, 404.730.8097

· February 22

Activity: 
Planting of several 10-gallon trees at 25 schools in North Fulton. 

Locations: 
Various 

Contact:
Keep Sandy Springs North Fulton Beautiful, in partnership with the City of Alpharetta, Autrey Mill Nature Preserve, Newtown Recreation, and Fulton County Parks and Recreation. 

· February 22, 10 a.m. – noon.

Activity: 
Tree ID walk, hands-on activities and demonstrations, followed by an Arbor Day proclamation reading and dedication of a Century Tree by county officials. A reception will immediately follow the program. 

Location: 
Autrey Mill Nature Preserve, 9770 Autrey Mill Road, Alpharetta 

Contact: 
Keep Sandy Springs North Fulton Beautiful, 770.551.7766, in partnership with the City of Alpharetta, Autrey Mill Nature Preserve, Newtown Recreation, and Fulton County Parks and Recreation. 
 

· February 22, 1 – 4 p.m.

Activity:
Tree plantings

Location:
Newtown Park, 3000 Old Alabama Road, Alpharetta

Contact:
Keep Sandy Springs North Fulton Beautiful, Madeline Reamy, 770.551.7766 or mreamy@mindspring.com
Other:
Volunteers needed

· February 22, 1 – 4 p.m.

Activity:
Tree plantings

Location
Wills Park Equestrian Center, 11915 Wills Road, Alpharetta, GA 

Contact:
City of Alpharetta, Terry Porter at 678 297.6200.

Gwinnett County

· February 22, 9 a.m.
Activity:
Planting of more than 3,000 seedlings

Location: 
McDaniel Farm Park, 3251 McDaniel Road. Duluth, GA 

Contact:
Gwinnett County, Michael O'Shield,  678.376.7157

Other:
Volunteers needed. The first 100 get a t-shirt. Lunch provided to all.


Atlanta:
· February 21
Activity:
City Tree plantings


Location: 
To Be Announced

Contact: 
City of Atlanta, Caryn Renaud, 404.330,6040 or crenaud@ci.atlanta.ga.us  
Additional information and details of other events are available on the Clean Water Campaign’s Web site, www.cleanwatercampaign.com.

# # #

Tree Facts

Georgia Arbor Day: 
Third Friday in February 

State Tree: 

Live Oak
General Information

· Buffer vegetation (including trees, shrubs and grasses) captures sediments, pesticides, fertilizers and other pollutants that can harm streams.
· Trees and other vegetation slow stormwater runoff. Riparian buffers also reduce flood damage by keeping development back stream- and riverbanks. 
· Trees are an important part of the water cycle.  As water falls to earth in various forms of precipitation, plants catch some of the water and absorb it.  Plants also put moisture back into the air through the process of “transpiration,” the release of tiny drops of water into the air. 

· The deep root systems of trees and shrubs absorb stormwater and stabilize shoreline soils to reduce erosion along the banks of waterways. 

Economics

· Trees contribute to increased property values. Also, electricity costs are typically lower where a natural tree canopy provides shade.

Other Facts

· Stormwater runoff, heated by sunlight, can raise the temperature of streams and impair the aquatic environment. Maximum summer temperatures in a deforested stream may be 10-20 degrees warmer than in a forested stream.
· By creating shade, trees moderate temperatures both globally and in the microclimates of cities and counties. 
· Planting trees helps to preserve habitat.  Many wildlife species either live in riparian areas or use them as travel corridors. Wider buffers support more species and continuous buffers are very effective in protecting amphibians and water birds.

· Vegetated buffers cost less to maintain than turf. Native plants usually require less water, fertilizer and pesticides.

Visit www.cleanwatercampaign.com for more information on water pollution.
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