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THE CLEAN WATER CAMPAIGN

Background Information

What is the Clean Water Campaign?

The mission of the Clean Water Campaign is to educate metro residents about the impacts of polluted stormwater runoff on our lakes, rivers and streams and our water supplies, recreational areas and aquatic habitat.  The Clean Water Campaign also provides solutions that each of us can employ in order to clean up and improve metro Atlanta’s waters.

Who is the Clean Water Campaign?

The Clean Water Campaign is a collaborative effort spearheaded by a group of 20 governments in the metro Atlanta area and is managed by the Atlanta Regional Commission. The 20-governments include Clayton County, Cobb County, DeKalb County, Fulton County and Gwinnett County as well as all the cities within those counties.  Many community organization such as Georgia EPD and P2AD are also involved. Several Corporate Partners such as Coca- Cola Enterprises, Georgia Power, the regional office of McDonald’s and WSB-TV Channel 2 have also joined together to support the campaign.

What is the Clean Water Campaign doing to raise public awareness about this problem?

The Clean Water Campaign aims to be a multi-faceted public education and outreach effort. The initial activities will include:

1. Stormwater / Nonpoint Source Pollution Internet Website

The Clean Water Campaign website (www.cleanwatercampaign.com) intends to provide residents in the metro Atlanta region with one location to access stormwater and nonpoint source pollution related information and educational materials.  Direct links to state and local stormwater programs and environmental advocacy groups, an events calendar, media, and a contacts page will also be available on the website.  Additionally, all printed collateral material will be available in a downloadable format.

2. Brochure and Fact Sheet Program

Several brochures and fact sheets will be developed for use across the metro Atlanta area.  Residential brochures will show how everyday domestic activities affect stormwater runoff and nonpoint source pollution, and how citizens can help address the problems.  Industry-specific brochures will inform businesses on how its activities have an impact on stormwater runoff quality and what they can do to lesson their impacts.

3. Stencil Program (Regional Stencil Kit)

A regional stormwater drain stenciling kit and curb markers will be developed to raise citizens’ awareness that storm drains lead directly to streams and that they should not pollute.  The stencil kits designed for citizen groups and civic organizations will include a stencil, spray paint and instructions on how to use the kit. 

4. Citizens Email Reporting System
An email reporting system will be developed to provide one regional source for citizens and groups to report illegal and illicit connections and dumping to municipal storm sewers from the Clean Water Campaign website.

5. Public Awareness Campaign

A variety of public service announcements will be developed including print, radio and television spots to educate and inform the public about nonpoint source pollution and stormwater issues.  These ads would run on a PSA basis and may also be run as paid advertisements pending additional grants to the program.  The campaign will also promote regular feature articles about stormwater to local newspapers, radio and television stations.

6. Corporate Partnerships

Taking a regional approach to stormwater information and education will allow the Clean Water Campaign to work with local corporate partners to spread the message about stormwater and nonpoint source pollution. Examples include information on beverage containers and fast-food tray inserts, educational programs and brochure distribution at commercial outlets and sponsorship of programs and activities.  Corporate sponsors include: Coca- Cola Enterprises, Georgia Power, the regional office of McDonald’s and WSB-TV Channel 2.

FACTS ABOUT NON-POINT SOURCE POLLUTION

· When rain or stormwater flows across rooftops, lawns, streets, parking lots, construction sites and open lots it collects all kinds of pollution from “non-point sources” and washes them into our rivers and streams. Typical pollutants from stormwater pollution include:  Sediment (dirt), oil and grease, fecal coliform, pesticides and fertilizer, lawn clippings, debris, and heavy metals. 

· Contrary to what you might think, stormwater run off does NOT flow into the sewer and to the wastewater treatment plant for treatment (clean up).  Polluted stormwater flows directly into our fresh water rivers, streams and lakes.

· Four quarts of oil can cause an eight-acre oil slick if spilled or dumped down a storm drain.

· Just one quart of motor oil can contaminate 250,000 gallons of drinking water.

· Pet waste is a major source of bacteria that ends up in our streams. It contains as many as 75 diseases and viruses that may make our water unsafe for fishing, swimming and other types of recreation.

· Leaves and grass clippings that get blown into storm drains deplete the oxygen levels in our rivers, streams and lakes harming aquatic life.

· Litter not only looks bad along our streams and rivers, but also can be ingested by fish and waterfowl.

· Water runoff from washing cars on pavement carries detergent and chemicals directly into our storm drains and our water sources, harming our water quality, wildlife and recreation areas. 

· Polluted stormwater runoff has been identified by the US Environmental Protection Agency as the nation’s main cause of water quality problems.

· More than 600 stream miles in metro Atlanta fail to meet federal water quality standards due to storm water pollution. 

· The stormwater pollution problem is especially critical in the Atlanta area because 98 percent of our drinking water comes from surface water sources. 

· Stormwater pollution levels are so high that it forces the water treatment plants to go through a more extensive and expensive process in order to make the water potable for drinking. 

· Nutrients from fertilizers- usually phosphates- enter rivers and streams and stimulate the growth of algae. Excessive algae growth harms oxygen levels in lakes and ponds, thus killing fish.

· Stormwater pollution has caused some water recreation outlets to close for days and others, such as the Chattahoochee Outdoor Center, to be closed permanently.

Top 10 things you can do to be a solution to stormwater pollution:

1. Never dump anything that you wouldn’t want to drink or swim in on the ground, onto the street, down a storm drain or into a drainage ditch.

2.  Recycle motor oil and other vehicle fluids.

3. Throw litter in its place.

4.  Clean up after your pet – even in your own yard.

5.  Check your vehicles for leaks and repair them.

6. Minimize the amount of hazardous wastes (such as excess paint, bleach, fertilizer) generated at home.

7.  Compost yard clippings and leaves. Don’t blow them into the street.

8.  Use fertilizer and pesticide appropriately and only when needed.

9.  Wash your vehicle on your lawn rather than on pavement.

10.  Tell a friend or neighbor about how to prevent stormwater pollution and get involved in your community’s program. Visit www.cleanwatercampaign.com for a list of all community programs and contacts. 

