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SAVE WATER - SAVE TIME - SAVE MONEY!







CONTACT:

Tiffany Fell 404.266.2600 at waterSmart

Grace Trimble 404.463.3192 or 

Kelley O’Brien 404.463.3259 

Adamson Middle School Student Clayton Winner in Essay Contest 

Amanda Watson, a student at the Adamson Middle School, is the Clayton winner in the second annual water conservation and preservation essay contest, sponsored by the Atlanta Regional Commission’s Clean Water Campaign and waterSmart. Watson, an eighth grader in Mr. Tom Deloach’s class, received a poster and certificate November 19 at 10:30 a.m. at a presentation attended by Clayton County Chairman Crandle Bray;  Director of Clayton County Transportation, A. Wayne Patterson; Clayton County Water Authority  Manager, Mike Thomas; Tim Gilliam of Clayton County Stormwater Management and Kelley O’Brien of the Clean Water Campaign.

Unlike most of the Atlanta region, Clayton County relies on the Flint River for the 27.6 million gallons of water the county uses each day. Chairman Bray told Watson and her classmates that protecting Clayton County’s water supplies is vital. “I remember a time when there were only 40,000 residents in the county,” he said. “Now there are over 250,000 residents. Would you believe that we don’t have any more water than we had back then?”  Clayton County’s Water Authority has won numerous awards for innovation, quality and efficiency. It has one of the most extensive land application systems in the region in which treated wastewater, not intended for drinking, is used to water more than 4,000 acres of local forests. 

Watson, the winner of the contest, said in her essay, “Water is something we tend to take advantage of because it seems to always be there when we need it.” She added that she did not think about the need to conserve water until she researched the issue for the Clean Water Campaign/waterSmart essay contest. “I have decided to organize a cleanup crew for my neighborhood and hopefully begin voicing my concerns to my fellow students,” she said.
The Clean Water Campaign and waterSmart teamed up to encourage children and parents to address the growing need to improve water quality and conservation efforts in Georgia. The contest was open to sixth, seventh and eighth graders in Clayton, Cobb, DeKalb, Fulton and Gwinnett. Altogether, nearly 300 students submitted essays for the competition. Judges selected a winner from each county. 
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About waterSmart

The waterSmart program was initiated by the Cobb County-Marietta Water Authority to educate metro area residents about "state of the science" methods for conserving water while maintaining beautiful lawns and landscapes.  waterSmart tips were developed in conjunction with the Georgia Water Wise Council and the Cobb County Extension Service.  
-More-
About the Clean Water Campaign

The Clean Water Campaign is a cooperative, multi-agency public education initiative spearheaded by 20 local governments and managed by the Atlanta Regional Commission. Its mission is to build awareness of water quality problems and solutions in the Atlanta region.
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