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For immediate release



Contact:  Grace Trimble 404-463-3192 or
                 Kelley O’Brien 404-463-3259

Managing the Pests in Your Landscape
Maintaining yard wastes and pest management in your backyard are a few of the practices that will be covered in workshops throughout metro Atlanta to be held in April and May. The workshops will be given in partnership with the Clean Water Campaign and the University of Georgia Cooperative Extension Service.

Half of the residents in metro Atlanta who have lawns to maintain, provide care for their property according to a survey conducted by Data Research Services in September of 2002 and 2003. Of those residents polled, most did not know that applying excessive amounts of fertilizer and pesticides would harm fish and other aquatic life as well as degrade the quality of rivers, lakes and streams. Nutrients from fertilizers- usually phosphates- enter rivers, lakes and streams and stimulate the growth of algae. Excessive algae growth harms oxygen levels in lakes and ponds, thus killing fish and other aquatic life.

This workshop will teach methods to identify pests in your yard and find out what solutions will help resolve the problem without polluting the environment. Some other practices include proper use of pesticides and fertilizer, composting and management of yard clippings in general. Having soil tested by the Cooperative Extension Service or by a private company can help residents find out the level of nutrients found in their soil and identify the correct amount of fertilizer to use.  

The Clean Water Campaign is working to reach residents on different outdoor (and indoor) activities that help prevent water pollution such as landscaping/lawn care, auto service and repair, household hazardous wastes, septic tank maintenance and more.  In metro Atlanta these integrated pest management and lawn care workshops will be held in Clayton, Cherokee, Cobb, Fulton and Gwinnett Counties. The evening workshops all are open to the public.  Registration for the workshop is required.  To register for the workshop, log onto www.cleanwatercampaign.com or contact the representative listed for each county below: 
April 14, 2004 (7:00 PM)- Gwinnett County

Speaker: Robert Brannon

Location:  Gwinnett Justice and Administration Center, 75 Langley Drive, Lawrenceville.

Registration is required.  To register by phone, contact Kelley O’Brien (404) 463-3259 or go online at www.cleanwatercampaign.com.

Cost: Free

April 19, 2004 (6:30 PM)- Clayton County

Speaker: Winston Eason

Location:  Clayton County Water Authority Headquarters Office, 1600 Battle Creek Road, Morrow.

Registration is required. To register by phone, contact Kim Zimmerman (678) 422-2838 or go online at www.cleanwatercampaign.com.

Cost: Free
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April 20 (7:00 PM)- North Fulton

Speaker: Lynwood Blackmon

Location: North Fulton Annex, 7741 Roswell Road, Atlanta, GA 30350

Registration is required. To register by phone, contact N. Corlette Dennard (404) 730-8097 or go online at www.cleanwatercampaign.com.

Cost: Free

April 27 (7:00 PM)- South Fulton

Speaker:  Lynwood Blackmon

Location:  South Annex, 5600 Stonewall Tell Road, College Park, GA 30349

Registration is required. To register by phone, contact N. Corlette Dennard (404) 730-8097 or go online at www.cleanwatercampaign.com.

Cost: Free

May 6 (7:00 PM)-DeKalb County
Speaker: Christi Heidt

Location: DeKalb Extension Service Main Office 

Address: 4380 Memorial Drive, Decatur, 30032 (across from the DeKalb County Jail)

Registration is required. To register by phone call 404-298-4080 or go online at www.cleanwatercampaign.com.
Cost: $5.00

May 6 (7:00 PM)-Cherokee County
Speaker: Todd Hurt

Location: R T Jones Memorial Library 
Address: 116 Brown Industrial Parkway, Canton, GA 30114
Registration is required. To register by phone, contact Kelley O’Brien (404) 463-3259 or go online at www.cleanwatercampaign.com.
Cost: Free

May 13, 2004 (7:00 PM)- Cobb County

Speaker: Steve Brady

Location:  Water Quality Laboratory Training Room, 662 South Cobb Drive, Marietta, GA 30060.

Registration is required. To register by phone, contact Jennifer McCoy (770) 528-1480 or go online at www.cleanwatercampaign.com.
Cost: Free

The Clean Water Campaign is a cooperative, multi-agency public education initiative spearheaded by local governments in metro Atlanta, supported by the Metropolitan North Georgia Water Planning District and managed by the Atlanta Regional Commission.  Its mission is to build awareness of water quality problems and solutions in the Atlanta region.  For more information about the Clean Water Campaign, contact Kelley O'Brien at 404-463-3259.
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