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For Immediate Release
Contact: Grace Trimble 404-463-3192


or Kelley O’Brien 404-463-3259

Rivers Alive Calling for Volunteers for Cleaner Streams

“Rivers Alive,” Georgia’s twelfth annual river cleanup, is looking for organizers and volunteers to help clean up the more than 70,000 miles of rivers and streams in Georgia. October is Rivers Alive month in Georgia, and the organizers anticipate that more than 30,000 people will take part in over 350 events to pick up trash and debris that pollute Georgia’s waters. To date, more than 160 groups representing nearly 25,000 volunteers have signed up to participate in this year’s event.


In metro Atlanta the Clean Water Campaign, in partnership with Keep Georgia Beautiful affiliates, is spearheading the Rivers Alive activities. More than 800 miles of streams are polluted in the 10-county Atlanta region. 


Rivers Alive has made organizing a cleanup easy. Anyone who wants to volunteer or organize an event can visit the Rivers Alive Web site, www.riversalive.org. Everything an event organizer needs is there, including registration forms, a river cleanup guide booklet, maps and detailed contact information. The Web site also includes a master calendar of clean-up events so that volunteers can find an event close to home.


This October marks the 31st Anniversary of the Clean Water Act, created to protect and restore the nation’s waterways and make them clean and available for recreational use. 


During the 2002 River Cleanup, almost 17,000 volunteers participated in over 120 local cleanups. Those volunteers removed more than 300,000 pounds of trash and garbage from over 780 miles of state waterways. 

The Clean Water Campaign works to educate the public about activities that help prevent water pollution in the areas of landscaping and lawn care, auto service and repair, handling of household hazardous wastes, septic tank maintenance and more. It is a cooperative, multi-agency public education initiative spearheaded by 20 local governments in metro Atlanta and managed by the Atlanta Regional Commission. For more information about the Clean Water Campaign, contact Kelley O'Brien at 404-463-3259.
The mission of Rivers Alive is to create awareness of and involvement in the preservation of Georgia's water resources. Rivers Alive is held annually each October and is sponsored by the Georgia Department of Natural Resources' Georgia Adopt-A-Stream Program and the Georgia Department of Community Affairs' Keep Georgia Beautiful Program, in cooperation with Help the Hooch. 
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