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Contact: 


Kelley O’Brien/404-463-3259

Media Alert

Clean Water Campaign Launches stenciling program

Atlanta Mayor Shirley Franklin and ARC Chairman Crandle Bray Join Elementary Students in “Becoming the Solution to Water Pollution”

Stenciling a storm drain is a small effort that brings a large result.  Stenciling signs such as “Keep it Clean, Drains to Stream” on storm drains around the Atlanta region sends a strong message to the public that what goes down, flows straight into a nearby stream.

WHAT:
The Clean Water Campaign kicks off its regionwide storm drain-stenciling program

DetailS:       
Atlanta Mayor Shirley Franklin, Atlanta Regional Commission Chairman Crandle Bray and school children from E. Rivers Elementary School

· Special appearance by “Raindrop,” official mascot of the Clean Water Campaign
· A presentation by children in Ms. Stephanie Prevo’s first grade class who have kept a storm drain on campus clean all year

· Ceremonial stenciling of the first storm drain on Peachtree Battle Avenue 

When:
Thursday, April 18, 2002, 10:00 – 11:00 a.m.

Where:
E. Rivers Elementary School


8 Peachtree Battle Avenue


Atlanta, GA  30305
Why:
Each time it rains, the resulting water called stormwater runoff picks up pollutants and debris such as litter, yard fertilizers, pesticides, metal, motor oil and sediment as it flows across rooftops and lawns, streets and parking lots.  Stormwater collects in storm drains and drainage swales and eventually flows - untreated - into the region’s waterways.

WHO:
The Clean Water Campaign is a cooperative, multi-agency public education initiative spearheaded by 20 local governments and managed by the Atlanta Regional Commission. It was established to inform residents and businesses about the threatened quality of metro Atlanta’s waters and how to effectively reduce the amount of pollution generated around homes, yards and businesses.
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