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Contact:  Grace Trimble 404-463-3192 

                        

or Kelley O’Brien 404-463-3259

Celebrate Arbor Day by Planting Trees
In honor of Arbor Day, the University of Georgia Cooperative Extension Service’s DeKalb Office is hosting a tree selection and care workshop in partnership with the Clean Water Campaign.  The theme of the free workshop scheduled for February 18 is to plant trees to protect streams. 

Gary Peiffer, of the DeKalb Cooperative Extension Office, will lead the tree selection and care workshop.  The workshop will be held at 4380 Memorial Drive in Decatur (across from the DeKalb Sheriff’s Office) from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. in the training room. To register for the workshop, go online to www.cleanwatercampaign.com or call 404-298-4080.
Trees and other vegetation reduce storm water-runoff by slowing its movement and by providing more time for water to be stored in the soil. Riparian buffers also reduce flood damage by keeping development back from the immediate banks of waterways. Buffer vegetation (including trees, shrubs and grasses) traps sediments and pesticides which would otherwise end up in water-runoff. Large amounts of nitrogen and phosphorus, which are normally fertilizer elements, also wash off and can end up as pollutants in our waterways unless they too are captured.
Trees contribute to increased property values. Also, electricity costs are typically lower when shade is provided by a natural tree canopy. By creating shade, trees moderate temperatures.  Planting trees helps to preserve habitat.  Many wildlife species either live in riparian areas or use them as travel corridors. Wider buffers support more species and continuous buffers are very effective in protecting amphibians and water birds. 

Shade, provided by trees, lowers the water temperature, which improves the conditions for fish. 

The removal of trees and other streamside vegetation can cause detrimental effects to fish and aquatic life.  During hot summer months, a stream that is not shaded will not be able to hold as much oxygen. 
Georgia's Arbor Day is celebrated in February rather than in April (April 23, 2004 is National Arbor Day) because Arbor Day is about planting trees. In the southern states, April is too far into the warm season to plant trees before the onslaught of summer heat.  In Georgia, trees planted between November and mid-March stand the best chance to become established before summer.

The state tree of Georgia is the Live Oak.
The Clean Water Campaign works to educate the public about activities that help prevent water pollution and conserve water. The Campaign is a cooperative, multi-agency public education initiative spearheaded by local governments in metro Atlanta and managed by the Metropolitan North Water Planning District and the Atlanta Regional Commission.  For more information about the Clean Water Campaign, contact Kelley O'Brien at 404.463.3259.
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