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For Immediate Release




Contact:  Grace Trimble 404-463-3192 

                        

or Kelley O’Brien 404-463-3259

One Tree Still? Planting Trees in Honor of Arbor Day 
Planting trees in honor of Arbor Day is symbolic, but what if the trees do not survive?  How can you effectively plant a tree and make it thrive.  Arbor Day this year is not only for the act of planting trees, but improving the environment. 

The health and quality of streams can be improved by an act as simple as planting a seedling on a residential property, at a business, in a neighborhood park or at a local government building.  The University of Georgia Cooperative Extension Service in partnership with the Clean Water Campaign will be conducting a tree planting and care workshop in honor of Arbor Day on February 22 at 6:30 p.m. at the Gwinnett Justice and Administration Center located at 75 Langley Drive, Lawrenceville, GA 30045. 
The workshop will be presented by Steve Pettis of the Gwinnett County Cooperative Extension Service.  He will cover the many added benefits of planting trees.  Including the fact that trees contribute to increased property values and electricity costs are typically lower when shade is provided by a natural tree canopy and shade, provided by trees next to waterways, lowers the water temperature, which improves the conditions for fish. The workshop will also include appropriate plant selection and care of trees as well as harvesting trees to be replanted in other areas. Register for the workshop online at www.cleanwatercampaign.com or call 404-463-3259.
The intrinsic value of trees on properties, near streams and through an area can influences the quality and health of our water supply.  Trees do so by intercepting rainfall and absorb rain into the root system, therefore reducing the amount of water that could potentially pond during a heavy rainstorm.  By having trees planted on land, it reduces the amount of stormwater that flows from a yard into a street or storm drain.  

Stormwater picks up sediment, debris, chemicals, dirt and other pollutants that then flow into storm drains or directly into a river, lake or stream.  Everything that enters a storm drain is discharged untreated into waterways that are used for swimming, fishing and providing drinking water.  Polluted stormwater runoff can have many adverse effects on plants, fish, animals and people.  It affects drinking water sources, which can in turn harm human health and increase drinking water treatment costs.  Trees and other vegetation reduce stormwater runoff by slowing its movement and by providing more time for water to be absorbed by soil.  
Several tree planting and give away events will be held throughout the area.  A tree-planting event will be held at McDaniel Farm Park located at 3251 McDaniel Road in Duluth on February 26 from 9 AM until 1 PM.  Free Lunch and refreshments will be provided.  In Canton, free tree seedlings will be given away at the Gazebo in the city square area downtown from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM. Tree planting experts will be on hand to provide tree-planting advice.
Georgia's Arbor Day is celebrated in February (April 23, 2004 is National Arbor Day) because in southeastern states, February is a good time to plant trees before the onslaught of summer heat.  In Georgia, trees planted between November and mid-March stand the best chances of becoming established before summer.  The state tree of Georgia is the Live Oak.
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Tree Facts 
· One acre of trees produces enough oxygen for 18 people to breathe each day and eliminates as much carbon dioxide from the air as is produced from driving a car 26,000 miles. 
· Tree leaves help trap and remove tiny particles of soot and dust which otherwise damages human lungs. 

· Tree root networks filter contaminants in soils producing clean water. 

· Trees prevent erosion by trapping soil that would otherwise become silt. Silt destroys fish eggs and other aquatic wildlife and makes rivers and streams shallower, causing more frequent and more severe flooding. Trees along streams also hold stream banks in place to protect against flooding. 

· Planting 30 trees each year offsets greenhouse gases from your car and home. 

· Three trees located strategically around your house can cut air conditioning bills in half. On a larger scale, the cooling effects of trees can save millions of energy dollars. 

· Trees provide substances with medicinal values such as the active ingredients used in asthma medications and cough remedies. Aspirin is derived from the bark of a willow tree. 

· 60% of Atlanta's natural tree cover has been removed over the last 20 years. 

· Metro Atlanta is loosing trees at the rate of 50 acres a day according to NASA. 

· Atlanta has an average tree cover of 27%, Boston has tree cover of 21.2, Austin 34%, Baltimore 31%, Milwaukee 18%, Chicago 11 percent, and New York City has 16.6 percent. 

The Clean Water Campaign works to educate the public about activities that help prevent water pollution and conserve water. The Campaign is a cooperative, multi-agency public education initiative spearheaded by local governments in metro Atlanta and managed by the Metropolitan North Water Planning District and the Atlanta Regional Commission.  For more information about the Clean Water Campaign, contact Kelley O'Brien at 404.463.3259.

