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For immediate release



Contact:  Grace Trimble 404-463-3192 

or Kelley O’Brien 404-463-3259
Gearing Up For Spring Planting- How to Plant in a Thirsty Environment
The Clean Water Campaign will be holding a series of Xeriscaping/Native Plant Workshops in metro Atlanta during March and April in the counties of Clayton, Cobb, DeKalb, Gwinnett, and North and South Fulton Counties.
Speakers from the University Cooperative Extension Service offices in the metro Atlanta area are experts in the field of Xeriscaping and native plants. Plants native to Georgia not only survive the extreme conditions of our climate, but also prevent water pollution by not requiring additional fertilizer and pesticide. 

The term Xeriscape™ refers to an innovative landscaping practice that conserves water and protects the environment. The term Xeriscape (pronounced zera-scape) was created 1981 in response to a prolonged drought. It derives from the Greek word "Xeros," meaning "dry." 

Xeriscape is an approach to water-wise landscaping using appropriate design, soil preparation, irrigation, plant selection, mulching and maintenance. Xeriscape utilizes native or adapted plants that are more pest resistant and require less fertilizer or pesticides. 

Increasing demand for water results in periodic water shortages and restrictions on outdoor water use. Periods of limited rainfall or drought make the problem worse. A Xeriscape-type landscape can reduce outdoor water consumption by as much as 50 percent without sacrificing the quality and beauty of your home environment. Xeriscape-type landscape is low maintenance -- saving you time, effort and money. 

Any landscape, whether newly installed or well established, can be made more water efficient by implementing one or more of the seven steps. Some examples of the steps include soil improvement and appropriate plant selection. You do not have to totally redesign your landscape to save water.  Significant water savings can be realized simply by modifying your watering schedule, learning how and when to water, using the most efficient watering methods and learning about the different water needs of plants in your landscape.

To register for the workshops, visit the Clean Water Campaign’s Web site, www.cleanwatercampaign.com and click the Xeriscape/Native Plants Workshops button. For more information, contact Kelley O’Brien, stormwater education coordinator, at the Atlanta Regional Commission, 404.463.3259 or kobrien@atlantaregional.com.

-More-

The events are scheduled as follows: 

· Clayton County-March 4th from 10am to noon 

Presenter: Joy Lott, Clayton County Cooperative Extension Service

Location: CCWA Wetlands Center address is: 2755 Freeman Road, Hampton, GA 30228. For more information, call 770-473-3945 

· Gwinnett County- March 20 @ 7 PM 

Presenter: Steve Pettis, Gwinnett County Cooperative Extension Service

Location: Gwinnett County Dept. of Public Utilities, Central Facility, 684 Winder Hwy, Lawrenceville, GA 30045-5012.

· South Fulton- March 20 @ 7:00 PM 

Presenter: Robert Westerfield, University of Georgia, Cooperative Extension Service
Location: 5600 Stonewall Tell Road, College Park, GA 30349 

For directions or more information, call (404) 730-4000.

· DeKalb County- March 20 @ 7:00 PM 
Presenter: Gary Peiffer, DeKalb County Cooperative Extension Service

Location:  DeKalb Cooperative Extension Service located on 4380 Memorial Drive, Decatur, 30032 (across from the DeKalb County Sheriff Department).
· City of Roswell- March 25 @ 7:00 PM 

Presenter: Billy Skaggs

Roswell City Hall, 38 Hill Street  (Room 212), Roswell, GA 

For more information, contact Janet Liberman at 770-641-3727.
· North Fulton- March 27 @ 7:00 PM 

Presenter: Lynwood Blackmon

Location: North Annex, 7741 Roswell Road, Atlanta, GA 30350

For more information, call 770-698-5739 or 678-410-1627.
· Cobb County- April 3 @ 7:00 PM 

Presenter: Jan Lawson

Location: Council Chambers of Marietta City Hall, 205 Lawrence Street, Marietta.
Call 770-528-1480 for details about this event.
· Clayton County-April 9th from 6:30-8:30 PM 

Presenter: Winston Eason

Location:  1262 Government Circle, Jonesboro, GA 30236
For more information, call 770.603.4188.

The Clean Water Campaign is a cooperative, multi-agency public education initiative spearheaded by 20 local governments in metro Atlanta and managed by the Atlanta Regional Commission. Its mission is to build awareness of water quality problems and solutions in the Atlanta region. For more information about the Clean Water Campaign, contact Kelley O'Brien at 404-463-3259.
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