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Focus On:  
Composting Left Over Yard Waste


      
DeKalb County

In Metro Atlanta the largest source of water pollution is stormwater runoff. When rain, or stormwater, flows across yards, rooftops, streets, driveways and parking lots it collects all kinds of pollution. Even leaves, grass clippings and other yard waste can be a source of pollution to our streams if they are dumped into street gutters, drainage ways or streams.

In the past, there were several methods of removing yard waste and debris that were banned due to their detrimental effects on the environment.  Yard trimmings and leaves have been banned from certain landfills and the Georgia Environmental Protection Division routinely issues outdoor burning bans during the summer months.  In order to meet the needs of residents, metro Atlanta cities and counties offer yard waste removal programs and provide informational resources for residents to compost yard wastes.  

Composting

Residents and businesses can reap the benefits of composting while protecting water resources.  It helps save money by lowering garbage bills and replacing the need for commercial soil replacement.  Composting also helps plants retain moisture, prevents runoff and can improve the fertility of soil. 

Grass clippings, leaves, shrub prunings, flowers, weeds, sawdust, hair, fruit and vegetable scraps, coffee grounds/tea bags and small amounts of uncoated paper can all be composted. The following items should NOT be composted: meat, bones, dairy products, fish, greasy foods, dog and cat feces, unchopped wood wastes, diseased plants and coated paper.   

To compost, pile the waste in a heap and contain in hoops (made from chicken or hog wire) or buckets with lids. There are three basic steps to create a composting recipe with the assistance of bugs, fungi, bacteria and worms. 

(1) chop materials for composting  (chopping helps to hurry the process)

(2) mix two-thirds dry brown material (leaves, straw, and shredded wood) with one-third moist, green materials for balance of nutrients, air and water

(3) add water as you build your pile and maintain its moisture level  

Examples of composting, classes or more in-depth information can be obtained through visiting the DeKalb Cooperative Extension Service.  More information about events, activities and publications can be found online at (www.dekalbextension.com). The Extension Service can also be reached at Main Office 4380 Memorial Drive, Suite 200 in Decatur - 404-298-4080. The Environmental Education Center is located at 2390 Wildcat Road -  404-244-4880. 

“Composting At Home In Georgia” is a brochure reprinted in partnership with the Georgia Department of Community Affairs. This brochure is available in the government offices within DeKalb County.
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Other Removal Options of Yard Waste

The disposal services/sites within DeKalb County include:
Yard trimmings (cut trees, limbs, grass clippings and leaves) may be brought to DeKalb County's Seminole Landfill on Clevemont Road in Ellenwood. The trimmings are shredded and composted. Citizens pay no fee to drop off yard trimmings and may take home free wood mulch. Call (404) 244-4893 for more information. 

The City of Stone Mountain offers yard waste disposal services to residents on Fridays.  Yard waste should be placed in appropriate lawn bags or receptacles.  The public works department is responsible for yard waste removal. For more information call 770-879-4970.
The City of Decatur offers collection of yard waste and clippings for residents. The Seminole Landfill is also available to dump wastes. For more information contact the City of Decatur at 404-377-5571. 

The City of Chamblee offers collection of yard waste and debris for residents. Yard waste such as fallen limbs, trees, cut limbs and cut trees must be cut in a manageable length, stacked at the curb, and separated from the trash. Leaves, pine straw and grass clippings should be unbagged at the edge of your property and will be vacuumed by a leaf machine once a week. In order for the street sweeper to work effectively, clippings and leaves cannot be left in the gutter or on the street. 
For Dunwoody North, yard trimmings will be picked up on Tuesday on the Peachtree Street side and Friday on the Tilly Mill side of the neighborhood.  Containers for yard waste may be 20 to 40 gallon plastic or clearly marked metal cans.  Yard waste must be separated from household garbage.  Tree limbs under four inches in diameter must be shorter than four feet, limbs over four inches in diameter must be cut in 2 to 2 1/2 foot sections.  All limbs must be stacked neatly at the curb.  You will be charged for trees cut by professional tree cutters. For more information, please call (404) 294-2900.

The Clean Water Campaign is a cooperative, multi-agency public education initiative spearheaded by 20 local governments and managed by the Atlanta Regional Commission. Its mission is to build awareness of water quality problems and solutions in the Atlanta region.
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